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New districts, new friends for Congress hopefuls: Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney to raise money for Matt Doheny

By Mark Weiner / The Post-Standard 

March 5, 2012, 8:35 PM

Washington -- As Albany lawmakers and a federal judge sort through proposals for new congressional districts, one candidate is wasting no time recruiting new friends and political allies in Onondaga County.

Matt Doheny, the Watertown businessman who in 2010 won the Republican nomination in the 23rd Congressional District that covers most of the North Country, is lining up big donors in Syracuse.

Doheny already has a marquee political name to headline a March 19 fundraiser in his honor: Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney. 

Tickets to the event at the Wladis Law Firm in East Syracuse are $250 to $1,000 per person. Co-hosts are developer Joseph Scuderi; Martin Wells, president of American Food and Vending in Liverpool; and lawyer Mark Wladis.

For now, all of Onondaga County remains outside of the region Doheny would represent in Congress. The county is in the 25th District represented by U.S. Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, R-Onondaga Hill.

Both Republican and Democratic redistricting plans proposed by the state legislature last week would keep all of Onondaga County as the center of a new district. 

But with the district lines still up in the air, Doheny actively recruited Mahoney as a political ally. The two met at the Onondaga County Republican Committee clambake in August.

“They do have a good relationship,” said Jude Seymour, Doheny’s deputy campaign manager. "They have met several times. One of the things Matt did in recent months was to introduce himself to elected officials in outlying areas.”

The 23rd District currently covers all or part of 11 counties, including all of Oswego and Madison counties, stretching north and east to the Canadian border. The good-government group Common Cause has proposed moving part of the district into Onondaga County’s northern suburbs in the once-a-decade redistricting process. 

U.S. Rep. Bill Owens, D-Plattsburgh, won the 23rd District in a three-way race in 2010 against Doheny and Conservative Party nominee Doug Hoffman.

Onondaga County Republican Committee Chairman Tom Dadey suggested in a YNN interview last week that Buerkle should consider running in the 23rd District if her own district is changed to include the Democratic-heavy city of Ithaca and Tompkins County.

Dadey was unavailable for comment Monday. But his suggestion would likely be frowned upon by the National Republican Congressional Committee in Washington, which has already announced its support for Doheny.

Dadey has openly feuded with Mahoney in a Republican civil war over political patronage and a grand jury investigation into alleged violations of election law. 
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